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things. He ls here to bring you ml
conviction of sin, to realize that hid-
ing =in, coveting sin in your own
hearts, aever satizfies, ouly hringa re-
sret anid  condemnpation. Therefore,
voung friends, as well ag older triends,
the Holy Spirit 1s ever present to
awaken a longing alter peace, a long-
ing after getting rid of our burdens
amd our sins, that we might earnestly
confess our sins, that Jesus migld
blot them cout, and that we, redeemed,
might go on our way happy, as His
childiren.

Further, Jesus savs In our text: "I
any man gerve me, let him follew me.”
That 15 the same as to sa¥, be whole-
hearted abeout it He doesn't want
half-hearted Christians, He wants
whole-hearted followers all the time,
all the way. “He that putteth his
hand to the plow and lookelh back is
not fit for the kingdem of God™ anl,
oh, how muech leoking back there is
in the hearts and livea of s0 many
that bave been confirmed! They have
apf their faces to go forward with Je-
zuz and then, having been attracted
by the things of the world and think-
ing that they eoull follow Jesus and
¥t keop their hearts in sin, they have
tried amd come to the conclusion that
the things that belong to Jesus are
not  true, they den’t bring resulls.
That iz their conclusion, not realizing
that they haven't even tried, haven't
evan given Jezus Christ a fair chancse
in their lives and in their hearts. And
50 before they have given Him a fair
chanee, they have voted Him, and
wiat He bhas promised, out of their
livez as being untrue and nnfair.

You, young friends, have learned
that of your own selves vou have no
delight in followfhg Jesus, You have
legrned fhat because of original sin in
vour own hearts, you are not inelined
to do good and you are unable to do
it. But you have also learned that
Jezuz Christ can come  into youl
hearts and fransform them and change
them s0 as to make the things that He
requires of von a perfect delight in
their performanee so that you might
zav with David, “I delight to (o Thy
wiil, oh my God,"” Jesuz wants you,
if pozsible, to experience that when
He sald, “My yoke is easy and my
burden is light,” He waszn't just say-
ing a pretty phrase. He was telling
vou an actual reality, that every sin-
gle soul that has allowed Him to
change his heart and Lo ereate in him

& new apirvit, it becomes his delight to
o His will. Otherwise how could He |
azk us to follow Him and serve Him
and then expect us to be perfectly
happy in that service? Jezus never
asla vou itn do a thing without Him-
splf =upplving vou both .the willing-
nezs and the power to do it

The opposite statement i3 just as
true.  “IF vou follow me, you musi
serve me No one ig truly following
Jesug who Isn't truly tryving to serve
Him. Henee. He talks of His believ-
era a5 being co-workers with God. Oh,
what a glovicus privilege to be calied
a co-worker with God. That is to
make your life count for eternity while
vou are here. For, my {riends, only |
that which God works through wyou
covintz for eternity.

This serving of the Lord He expects
of you, voung folks, and vou, older

folks, In a very practical definite way.

Serving Jesus isn’t simply a
tevm. It jsn't only a nice sounding
pphiaze. It is an actual reality in our
daily life, if it iz anvthing. That is,
in your school lite, in vour work, yes,
evel In your pleasure, He expects you
and me to be a definite testimony for
Him at all times. He expects that,
and He has a right to expect that, und
unless our lives are a testimony for
Him, they are a testimony againes
Him, for “He that iz not with me is
against me,"

Jezns Christ wants to use every sin-
gle soul, young amd old, for a definite

pretty

purpese of leadife other souls to Him.

I believe that T can say, without any
hesitation, that the voung folks of
our church have the biggest oppor-
funity for service that anvbody has
in the church. Do you know of friends
that have straved away from Jesus
Christ, that have been confirmed? Do
vioul know of those that are straving
now? That's your opportunity. That's
yvour duty fo see that those souls are
brought back infth a personal relation
with Jesws Chriat. Therefore, if von
notice that any are drifting, do not
altend zerviee, do not show up at
Luther League and Bible classes. that
is your opportunity aml duty to ses
that those are brought back and inter-
eated again and kept in the faith of
Jezus Christ. Now thal is the call,
that is privilege of evervbody. All of
veen are included in that.

But, 1 have alse emphasized the
fact that I believe God is putting on
the hearts of many of you, young
frlks, a eall into special service, Amd
i you ¢laim that vou want lo serve
Jezus, vou will have to give Jesus
Christ the first opportunity to deter-
mine what yon are solng to do. T
firmly hold that no young person has
a right to determine whai he oughi to
o in life until he has asked himsell
hetore God  this question, oh God,
what ¢o you want me to do? 1 believe
Lhere are future paztors in this class,
there should be soveral, deaconesses
perhapz, mission workers, those that
shonld heed the call for special, defin-
ite service in the kingdom. That
doesn't mean that you have to deter-
mine that today, but it does mean,
that as you go through vour vyears,
this should be your constant prayer,
“"Lord, az I follow Thee, help me to
Enow where and how I might sarve
Thee,"

The next thing we learn iz, that jf
vou and 1T are to follow Jesus Christ,
it will cost us something. The cost of
following Jezuz—1 have not hidden
that from ¥ou
didn't hide it from His disciples. Je-
sus said this, "A servant is not great-
et than his lord,” “If they perzecuted
me, they will pelsecute vou.” *“If the
world hate vou, ve know that it hath
hated me hefore it hated yow” And
in 1 Peter 4:12 we read: “Think it
not strange concerning the fiery trial
among wvou, which cometh upon you
te prove wyou, asz though a strange
thing happened unto you" Why does
the warld hate anvone who definitely
and consistently wants Lo follow Je-
zus Christ I believe you can all an-
swer that. The anawer we have
agreed wpon iz this, that every con-
sistent Christian’s life is a condemna-
tinn upon every one who is not a con-
sistent Christian. That's why the

just because Jesus |

world hates one who is not with them.
The minute you leave your Christ, tell-
ing him goodbye and follow the worlid,
You will he their best friend. They
didn’t hate you, they hated vour Christ
amd the more Christ sticks out of vour
life, the more the world will nate you
Therefore, friends, don’t expect any.
thing else. and when you don't expect
anything elze, it isn't a0 hasd to meet
that continually, “The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God.” The one who I8 not a be-
ligever in Jesus Christ haz no use [or
the ihings of God, cannot understanid
them, and if you think they are worth
anything, not only they become fool-
ishness  to them but you likewises,
Hence you as young friends need real-
ize that though others do not follow
Jesus Christ that is no reason why
von should noet,  Yes, even if some aof
your friends, even in your own family,
they don’t want to follow Jesus Christ,
that i no reason why vou should not
follow Jesus Christ. There are lots of
gonlz living in the same home where
one belongs to Christ and the others
do net, and Jesus gives them grace
e he falthful even amidst sueh sur-
ronmlings as that. It von lose vour
friends in the world becanse yvou take
a atand for Jesns Christ, don't wasie
any tears on thal, vou will get a hun-
dred times better Friends with thozs
that follow Christ f you give up the
friends of the world.

The last thing we have to say is

brief, God honors the one that serves
Juzins,  “If any man serve me, him
will the Father honor.,” Please ok

serve Il says “serve me,"” it doean’t
sa¥ that you talk niee thingz about
Jesug, it doesn’t say even that you
mean well, but it does say that won
itave your life directed into Hiz serv-
ive, and If you do that, Jesus says God
will honor you,

Hore vou have vour other cholee
again:  are vou going to choose to
srali the honor that {8 found in the
worlil or are you going to zeek in
yoar lfe to Le homored by God, be
calse vou serve Jesus Christ? “Him
that serveth me will the Father hon-
or.”  Only that person will God honaor
whn serves Christ, He eannot and wili
ned honor one who will not serve Jesus
Christ. But if you are to go through
tha world zeecking the honor of God,
you will net always be pepular. You
won't always be considered “nice,” he-
cause it you are really and truly try-
ing to serve Jesus, vou will have to
call sin by itz right name, whether it
ig in vourzelf or in yvour friends, And
wlien voun atart to call zin by its right
name, then people will take offense,
but Jesus said, “He that is not with
me is against me”™ “He that know-
#th to do good and doeth it not, to him
it iz sin."

What a wondrouz day it will be
whon all 2eals will be gathered before
the COreat White Throne and God
picks out these whom He ig golng to
hener, when He is eolng to honos
those  who served Jesus.  Oh, how
ey, ow vain, how foolish will the
seeking of applanse aml the honor of
the world appear in the light of efer-
nitv. O all tragedies, the worst tra-
zadv that is found is this: a life mis-
spent, a life that is not lived to zerve
Jesuz, A life that iz not lived so that






